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BRITISH ATHLETICS SUPPORTERS CLUB 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Minutes of the meeting held at the Crescent Theatre, Sheepcote Street, Birmingham 

 on Saturday 21st  February 2015 at 11am 

 

1. The meeting was called to order to order and the voting procedure whereby only guarantors can vote 

was explained by the chairman Philip Andrew.  Attention was drawn to the list of guarantors and 

members were invited to become guarantors by signing up. 

 

2. Apologies for absence had been received from:  

Jackie Sibthorp, Marc Hope , Sir Menzies Campbell, Jon Mason, Carolyn Franks, Malcolm Egner,  

Martin Black, Maureen White, Jack Miller 

 

3. There were 42 members present 

 

4. The Minutes of AGM held on 13th February 2014 were approved. 

Proposed Jillian Taylor  Seconded Sonia Harle 

 

5. Chairman’s Report 

The chairman welcomed members and thanked them for another good attendance and gave his annual report. 

 

He reflected on the social events that the club had organised over the preceding 12 months:  

 The annual BASC Members’ Dinner in November 2014 at Brandon Hall had been a great success 
when we were joined by a great line up of guests including many athletes. He thanked to John 

Standerline for organising it and advised that a donation of £1,500 to the Ron Pickering Memorial 

Fund had been made from the augmented raffle takings.  The dinner made a small profit due to 

John’s excellent management.  The event (bigger and better) will be held again in November 2015 

for which last year’s prices will be held for early bookers. 

 Again this year a meal had been held after the Indoor Trials and Championships in Sheffield and a 

get-together after the Indoor Grand Prix in Birmingham had again taken place at the nearby 

Malthouse – thanks to Jon Mason for organising this.  

 Similar arrangements had been made by them for after the day’s athletics – meet in the Malthouse 30 
minutes after the last race. 

 Members are invited to offer suggestions for any further social events that they would like the club to 
stage.  None were forthcoming 

 

Sale and distribution of the club’s allocation of tickets for the domestic events during the 2014 season had 

been handled by David Barnett of Track and Field Tours to whom the club is very grateful.   Chris Bradford 

provides a vital link between David Barnett and Georgia at UKA to ensure the smooth running of our 

ticketing operation.  Members were advised that tickets for the London Diamond League event had been 

secured so there was no need to register interest with UKA. 

 

There were now have two partners for overseas tours: 

 Claridon Travel & 

 Track and Field Tours and members are urged to register interest with them.   
They are both close to BASC in discussions with UKA & other bodies regarding tickets and plans for 

2016 and London 2017. 

 

The chairman thanked the hard working members of the committee especially Chris Bradford (under Jean’s 

guidance) for looking after recruitment as well as organising and manning our stand which now appears at 

all major events.   
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Also thanks to Jackie Sibthorp who looks after the collection of subs as well as the administration of our 

bursary scheme. 

Jackie and Chris (together with Alan & Jean) do the Backtrack distribution from Athletics House where we 

are grateful for the use (at cost) of the UKA franking machine which results in a significant saving on 

postage costs I am very pleased that this effective team will remain in place into the future. 

 

Backtrack continues to be a great publication with its expanded team of writers as well as proof readers.   

Thanks again to Mark Shearman MBE for his excellent photographs as well as Mike Taylor of AW who puts 

it all together.  Members were encouraged to contribute articles, or simply write us a letter.   There are a 

team of volunteers who can put your efforts into the right format and style if needed.  The chairman was 

optimistic that there will soon be a new editor.  The plan being that Backtrack will work much more closely 

with the website which, in turn, will link up with Twitter and Facebook  

Eve Langford tweets for BASC and Malcolm Egner is at an advanced stage in developing the new website. 

Thanks for their efforts.  The chairman requested more good quality photos for both Backtrack and the 

website.  Also selfies with athletes for the website. 

 

Jon Mason as company secretary ensures that we comply with relevant legislation as well as making sure we 

are properly insured.  Also Jon looks after the organisation of the BASC awards.  This is a not 

inconsiderable role, many thanks.    

 

Jack Miller has, together with Marc Hope & Philip Andrew, had liaised with various bodies, including: 

UKA  

EAA, 

IAAF  

UK Sport  

Commonwealth Games England 

Hall of Fame 

AAA,  

England Athletics 

And in an interesting new development with athletics supporters clubs in other countries. 

 

The chairman suggested members sign up for the excellent England Athletics emailed newslatter. 

 

Marc Hope (he is up in Ayrshire where is standing a a parliamentary candidate and I wish him well in his 

efforts not to lose his deposit) promises new marketing initiatives in the summer. 

 

Richard Dear has put quite a bit of effort into our merchandise but this initiative has not been successful as 

members do not seem to desire BASC branded garments. 

 

Jillian Taylor keeps the books in good order as well as being an active contributor to debate. 

 

My deepest thanks to all committee members both in their stated duties and also in all the ‘little’ jobs which 

crop up all the time. 

 

He also thanked the many people who help produce Backtrack as well as volunteering in other ways; time 

did not permit him to express the committee’s gratitude to them individually but he assured them that their 

work is much appreciated. 

He concluded by stating; 

“The club has been in good hands and well run in the last year and with your support I trust it will be so in 

the future.” 

 

 

 

 



 3 

6. Presentation of accounts 

 
The treasurer made available both the formal accounts for Company House and detailed 

management accounts.  After a couple of questions it was proposed that the accounts be adopted  

proposed Chris Bradford seconded John Standerline 

 

7. Fixing of Subscriptions for 2015/2016 
 

In view of the healthy financial position of the club the directors recommend that, having been held 

at the same level now for 8 years, subscription levels should again remain unchanged for 2015/16 

with the exception of overseas rates which due to ever increasing postage rates the committee suggest 

are increased to £30 for single and £45 for family membership.  The meeting confirmed this change? 

Proposed  John Standerline seconded Richard Dear 

 

8. Forward View 

 

The major development in the coming months is the re-launch of the club website.   The beta version 

needs testing and 6 members volunteered to look at it and give feed-back.   

 

9. Election of Officers 

 

 Katharine Merry has agreed to be club President for the next 2 years. 

 

 Jack Miller has decided to step down from the committee after 18 years’ service including 10 
rather demanding years as chairman.  The continuing existence of the club is due to Jack’s 

efforts and members were deeply grateful for all his years of meritorious service.  He will 

continue to take a strong interest in Club matters. 

 The following were (re)elected 
Philip Andrew, 

Chris Bradford,  

Richard Dear 

Marc Hope, 

Jon Mason, 

Jackie Sibthorp, 

John Standerline and 

Jillian Taylor  

Proposed  Sue Standerline Seconded John Bradley 

 

10. Any Other Business 

 

Jim McQueen asked how many overseas members were on the books.  The chairman said 

somewhere between 20 and 30 but this number could well increase.  

 

Sue Pilbrow asked where the 2015 AGM might be held in view of the fact that the 2015 Indoor 

Diamond League would be in Glasgow.   

The strong suggestion was that it be held on the Saturday morning of the Annual Dinner weekend. 

 

John Bradley proposed a vote of thanks to the committee and this was met with general acclaim. 

 

The meeting concluded at 11:40am 


